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LONELY - short Film

I. Logline

Just as the sun is setting on his life, filled with disappointment, an old man finds hope in an
unlikely friendship and in his beloved river.

Il. Synopsis

A critically ill old man, disillusioned with his life, fantasizes about visiting his beloved river once more,
where he always felt happiest, and also about publishing a collection of poems as a legacy of his life.
Feeling alone, he eagerly awaits the visit of his nephews, whom he raised as if they were his sons, but
apart from their desire for his inheritance, he does not find their needed love and comfort. He finds hope
in an unexpected friendship with his roommate, with whom he shares many interests.

lll. Director's Statement

As this is a very human story with twists and turns, it was essential to keep the actors as minimalistic as
possible and to give viewers just enough information, without giving away too much, to raise their
curiosity and the desire to learn more about our main character, who is struggling with his life and
everything that is behind him. As this short drama, a slice in time, unfolds, we engage the viewer
emotionally with some amazing performances by our characters and their story. This life story reflects
the heart-wrenching feelings of loneliness and longing for family, and conveys a sense of what is truly
important in life. LONELY is a poignant and deeply human story about connection, redemption, and the
small moments that can change everything. A short film that reminds us — it's never too late to find
light, even in the darkest of times.
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lll. Cast and Filmmaker Biographies

Dusko Valenti¢ as Simon Babich

He is a Croatian theater, television, and film actor. In 1972, he
received a scholarship at the theater "Gavella" and acted with
Krca, Kvrgi¢, Marotti, Boban and others. At the Zagreb Academy
of Dramatic Arts, he worked with Violi¢, Hajdarhodzi¢, and
mainly with Par. He graduated in 1974/1975. He worked with
many directors, from Kosta Spaji¢ to Zoran Muzi¢. He has been
part of many performances of the "Ulysses" Theater on the
Brijuni Islands with Rade Serbedzija from the time of its
inception. He played over a hundred roles on screen and in
theatre and received many awards. Some of the most significant
awards: The award for the best young actor of the former
Yugoslavia for Prince Hall in the play "Henrik IV" by GDK "Gavella" and the Najhistrion award for
Judge Zigrovié in "The Secret of the Bloody Bridge" by the Actors' Company "Histrion".

He began his film career with a role in the series "Where Do Wild Pigs Go" (1971), followed by
Gali¢'s film "Tomo Bakran” (1978), and after that, "Journalist” (1979), the role of Lojzek in
"Horvat's Choice” and, the last role of Zgolja in the film "Time for..." (1993). More recently
(2007), he appeared in guest roles in the series "Bibi's World" and "Nasa mala klinika". He has
performed in over 50 film and television shows.

IMDb Link >

Sven Jakir as Peter

He is a Croatian theater, television, and film actor. Born in
Zagreb, he began his artistic journey after graduating from
Classical High School and enrolling in the Academy of Dramatic
Arts, from which he graduated in 2006. From then until today, he
has been dedicated to professional expression through theater
and film. His career is marked by a series of notable roles,
starting as a member of the ITD theater ensemble and
continuing as an independent artist since 2012. He played more
than 50 roles in the theater, collaborating with different directors
and exploring a wide range of aesthetics. He was part of Jan
Fabre's troupe for eight years, acting in plays such as "Power of
Theatrical Madness”" and "MO 24h." In the world of film and television, Sven has also
distinguished himself with numerous roles, including those in the movie, "Simon the
Wonderworker" and series such as "Bastards and Princesses,” "Black and White World,” and
"South Wind." In cooperation with Miro Gavran, he performed roles in the play "The Perfect
Partner” and the monodrama "It will be all right".

IMDb Link >
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Jakov Gavran as Joseph

is a theater and film actor as well as a puppeteer. In 2011, he
won the Golden Mulberry for the best young actor at the
Glumiste pod mulvo festival in Skradin. In 2017, he received the
Bobi Award for the best male role for the role of Matej in the play
Forgotten Hollywood, and in 2018, he received the audience
award for the best play, Komedija Pivo. He is engaged in making
puppets, directing theatrical plays, dubbing, choreography,
organizing knight tournaments, and classical fencing—foil,
archery, and historical fencing.

He led a workshop on ‘making dolls in kindergartens' for female

educators at the state level and was a member of the jury for evaluating children's dolls at the
54th PIF. In 2020, he held a solo exhibition, "Playing through Artistic Fantasy," in the Novska
Business Incubator. He made a stop-motion animated film, "RON Knight of the Morning Wood,"
for which he wrote the script, directed it, and created and made the puppets and scenography.
He also worked on the stop-motion feature-length animated film "VELI JOZE" and is preparing
a stop-motion animated film, "The Story of a Beautiful Lady and a Gentleman with a High Top
Hat" based on the song of the same name by Luka Paljetka, which is set in Dubrovnik.

IMDb Link >

Petra Kurtela as Maria

She graduated in acting and puppetry from the Academy of Arts
in Osijek. In 2010, she was nominated for the Croatian Theatre
Award for Outstanding Achievement by Young Artists for her
role as Janica in the play "Breza" at the Varazdin HNK (Croatian
National Theatre). In 2012, she and her colleagues received the
Croatian Theatre Award for Exceptional Theatrical Achievement
for acting, directing, dramaturgy, scenography, and costume
design for the play, "Actresses and Such.” She has over twenty
theater roles to her credit, working with directors such as Mario
Kovac, Ivan Leo Lemo, Zlatko Sviben, Damir Zlatar Frey, Ozren
Prohié, Zelimir Mesarié, Slavica Knezevic, Zijah Sokolovi¢, Nina

Kleflin, Boris Kovacevi¢, lgor Barberi¢, and others. Regarding her film collaborations, she
highlights her work with directors such as Cristi Puiu on the film "Sieranevada,” Matija Klukovi¢
on "Come on Day, Pass By," Ivona Juka on "You Carry Me,” and Hana Domazet on "Delivery.”

IMDb Link >
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Goran Grgi¢ as Doctor

He is a theater, television, and film actor, a national champion
with hundreds of performed roles. After graduating from the
Academy of Dramatic Arts in Zagreb, he was admitted in 1991
to a permanent engagement at the Gavella Drama Theatre.
Since 2002, he has been a member of the Croatian National
Theatre ensemble in Zagreb. He served as president of the
Croatian Society of Dramatic Artists for eleven years. He is the
founder and artistic director of the theater festival Novalja
Trijatar. He is an external collaborator at the Academy of Arts in
Osijek and the University of VERN, holding the title of associate
professor.

Goran has received numerous awards for his work, including the most prominent artistic
awards (Vladimir Nazor Award, three Croatian Theatre Awards, Dubravko Dujsin Award, two
Mila Dimitrijevi¢ HNK Awards, Tito Strozzi Award, etc.), festival awards (Orlando DLJI Award,
MESS Award, Maruli¢ Days Award, Satire Days Award, Actor's Festival Award, Histrion Summer
Award, Ivo Gregurevi¢ Award for Contribution to Croatian Film), and high honors in the Republic
of Croatia (Danica Hrvatska with the image of Marko Marulié, Plaque of the City of Zagreb).

IMDb Link >

Mladena Gavran as Nurse

She is a theater, television, and film actress. She graduated in
acting in 1988 at the Academy of Dramatic Art in Zagreb. From
1991 to 2005, she was a member of the ITD Theater ensemble.
She acted in Varazdin's Croatian National Theater and was a
member of it for one season, then in Guest Theater, Histrioni,
Popular Theater of Ivo Serdar, City Theater "Komedija," Epilog
Theater and Gavran Theater, which she founded with her
husband, Miro Gavran. She toured hundreds of cities in Croatia
and abroad with traveling theaters. Awarded five times as an
excellent comedian at the Days of Satire, she is a three-time
winner of the "Fabijan Sovagovié" Croatian Award at the Actor's
Festival in Vinkovci; she also won the Audience Award at the "Golden Lion" Festival in Umag for
the monodrama Hotel Babilon, in which she plays eleven roles, and the Golden Mulberry Award
at the Festival "Glumiste pod mulvo” in Skradin, while for the interpretation of Ljubica, she was
declared "Most Histrionic.” For the role of Goethe's Iphigenia, she was awarded the "Veljko
Marici¢" Award for the leading female role at the Festival of Small Scenes in Rijeka. She
received the annual "VIadimir Nazor" Award for the twelve roles played in the stand-up comedy
“The Craziest Play in the World".

IMDb Link >
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Bobby Bosko Grubic | Producer - Director

He is a Croatian-American Multi-Emmy Award winner and
recipient of numerous production, marketing, and film awards.
In addition, he is a media consulting and international keynote
speaker on media convergence, production, and marketing. He
graduated from Nashville's internationally recognized MTSU
Recording Industry and TV Production programs and the
Professional Producing Program at the UCLA School of Theater,
Film, and Television and holds a Master's Degree in
Communications from John Hopkins University. His creative
development, directing, and production experience includes TV
commercial productions, corporate videos, documentaries,
tourism promos, biographies, scripted videos, and film projects.
His European background and American influence make his art productions a diversified and
unique blend that is universally appealing, attention-grabbing, and emotionally moving. Some
of his productions can be viewed on Amazon Prime.

IMDDb Link >

Miro Gavran | Writer

He is a Croatian contemporary novelist, storyteller, playwright,
and writer. He is one of the most prolific and, on an international
scale, the most noted Croatian writers of the last decade. At the
end of 2002, he founded his own theater company, Theater
GAVRAN. The fundamental determinants of Gavran's writing are;
the choice of characters from the events of real history (culture,
religion, politics, philosophy), the chronicle style, and the
attempt to reconstruct the activities of the main characters with
regard to their unknown, hidden or carefully kept secret
destinies. His works have been translated into more than 42
languages. His books have over 250 editions in Croatia and
abroad. More than 400 theatrical premieres were created based on his plays and comedies
around the world, and they were seen by more than four million viewers. He received many
literary and theater awards in Croatia and abroad, among them the Central European Time
Award for the best Central European writer of the year, which was awarded to him in Budapest,
and the European Circle Award for promoting European values in his literary work, and a
popular award VECERNJAK'S SEAL - PERSON OF THE YEAR in the culture category. In 2003,
the GAVRANFEST festival was launched in Slovakia, where only his plays and comedies are
played, so he is one of the few living writers in Europe to have their own festival. He is the most
performed contemporary Croatian playwright in Croatia and abroad. In October 2021, Gavran
received the "Josip and Ivan Kozarac" Lifetime Achievement Award, and in November of the
same year, he was elected president of Matica Hrvatska.

IMDb Link >
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Ivan Zadro | Cinematographer

In 2011, he studied film and TV production at the Academy of
Dramatic Art of the University of Zagreb. He has been a long-
time member of HDFD (Croatian Association of Film Workers—
Picture Branch), HZSU (Croatian Community of freelance
artists), and HFS (Croatian Association of Cinematographers).

He received the award for the best camera in the music video
"Red" at the Split Spot Festival in 2016 and the award for the
best camera in the film "Fishing and Fishing Complaints” at the
20th Tiburon International Film Festival in 2021.

Filip Novosel | Composer - Arranger

He is an acclaimed Croatian virtuoso tambura player, composer,
and arranger. In 2011, he earned a master's degree in music
pedagogy from the Music Academy in Zagreb, where he wrote a
thesis on Tambura and Tambura Playing Techniques in Jazz
Music. In 2013, he graduated cum laude from the prestigious
New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music in New York,
becoming the first tambura player to do so.

His musical language as a composer, arranger, and performer is
a combination of Croatian traditional music, jazz, and classical
music with noticeable influences on the music of other Southern
and Eastern European nations. He is most active as a part of the

Hojsak-Novosel duo, one of the world’'s most recognized Croatian cultural brands.
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IV. Production Photos
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IV. Production Stills
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V. Film Photos
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V. Film Photos
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VI. Fact / Tech Sheet

Total Running Time: 18:30 minutes

Camera: RED 6k

Print Details: 2k DCP Color, 5.1 Surround

Film Sound: Dolby Digital 5.1, Dolby Digital EX
Aspect Ratios: FLAT 1.85 DCI

Language: Croatian / English subtitles
Location: Cakovec, Medimurje, CROATIA Year
Completed: March 2025

Genre: Drama

SOCIAL MEDIA WEBSITES

https://www.artonixstudios.com/lonely/

FB & Insta @shortdramalonely
#shortdramalonely

LONELY - short Film

Production and Distribution

MAG d.o.o.
+385.98.369.478
info@magpro.hr
WWWwW.magpro.com

Artonix Studios LLC
+1.310.463.4478
info@artonixstudios.com
www.artonixstudios.com

Marketing & Distribution
distribution@artonixstudios.com

Theatrical TRAILER
https://vimeo.com/914817448

VIIl. CAST and CREW Credits

Produced, Directed and Edited by
Bobby Bosko Grubi¢ (H.D.F.D.)

Story & Written by
Miro Gavran

Executive Producers
Elena T. DeVivo
Todd lorio

Bobby B. Grubi¢

Consulting Producer
Michael Dorazio

Assistant Producer
Laura Prpi¢

Music by
Filip Novosel

Cinematography by
Ivan Zadro (H.FS)

CAST

Dusko Valenti¢
Sven Jakir
Goran Grgi¢
Jakov Gavran
Petra Kurtela
Mladena Gavran
Bartol Jakir
Relja Kurtela
lvana Stampar

CREW

Marko Erlié
Marko Pticek
Sasa Tufegdzi¢
lvan Cizmin
Sareno Kovacevic
lvica Sljiva
Juraj Franoli¢
Tomo Bacurin
Todd lorio

Asja Bedi¢

Simon Babich
Peter

Doctor
Joseph

Maria

Nurse

Mirko

Jacob

CT Technician

1st Assistant Director

1st Assistant Camera + DIT
Focus Puller

Gaffer

Key Grip / Lighting Technician
Sound Mixer / Recordist
Sound Mixer / Boom

Sound Final Mix

Colorist

Make-up Artist & Hair Stylist
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